
Graphic Organizers & Learning

• Graphic Organizers can be used 
across all curriculums, not just in 
English, Reading, & Writing.

• Graphic Organizers in this 
presentation were done in real 
lessons either by myself  or by 
teachers I instructed/coached.
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Graphic Organizers & Learning 

• Allows the learner to compress information and focus on topic
(McKenzie, 1997) 

• Aids in comprehension

• Clarifies key ideas (Novak & Gowin, 1984)

• Brainstorming (Valenza 2005)

• Provides Scaffolding 

• Manageable & better thinking through concepts 



Theories 

•Maslows’s Hierarchy of  Needs: Factors Influencing Learning 

• Gardner’s Multiple Intelligence: Categories of  Learning 

•Hermann’s Whole Brain Learning: Use of  Graphic Organizers 
to learn. 



Graphic Organizers

•Promote Inquiry Based Learning 

•Promote Literacy Across Curriculum 



Graphic Organizers & Learning/Literacy

•Cause and Effect 

• Inferences 

•Predictions

•Comparing & Contrasting 

•Problem & Solutions

•Sequencing Events  



Literacy 

•Literacy is the ability to read, view, write, 
design, speak and listen in a way that 
allows us to communicate effectively 
and to make sense of  the world. 



Inquiry Learning is active learning via: 

• Posing Questions

• Problems or Scenarios 

• Research

• Presentations

• Reflections 

• Transmitting Knowledge 



Graphic Organizers Serve 

ALL learners 
ELL, SpEd, GenEd, GT



How So? 

•Graphic organizers enable our scholars to 
literally see connections and 
relationships between facts and 
information.



Work Sample 1



Work Sample 2



Work Sample 3



Work Sample 4



Work Sample 4



Sequencing in Math 















Learning Theory 

•The human mind naturally organizes and 
stores information
Graphic Organizers are the visualizations of  these 
mental storages, and serve to support students in 
remembering and connecting information.  













What do we now have? 

•Whole Brain Learning 
Whole Brian Learning is an approach designed toward 

maximizing student engagement and focusing on the way 
the brain is designed to learn. 





Thing 1 & Thing 2! 

•When our scholars are able to remember and assimilate 
information they can delve more into critical thinking.

•As learners we attend to what is novel and visually 
intriguing because the brain is more equipped to process 
images rather than text. Since graphic organizers integrate 
text and visual images, learners are having more whole 
brain experiences. 



Graphic Organizer Facts 

•Visual & Spatial 

•Mind Mapping Across Ability Levels 

•Both teaching & learning tools

•Organization and Structure 


