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“The Three Abilities” 

Psychologists define intelligence as:  

1. The ability to learn.  
 

• The acquisition, retention, and use of knowledge.  
 

2. The ability to recognize problems. 

 

• To use knowledge, one must first identify the problems it might address.  
 

3. The ability to solve problems.  
 

• People must use what they have learned to create solutions to problems.  
 

 

Reflection: What Gs does one need to acquire, retain, use, identify, create, and 

solve? 

 


